A discussion on climate justice:
Why your empathy can’t ‘scale
up’ to save the world

By: Soniya Neupane

What is
climate
change?
• According to UN- Climate change" means
a change of climate which is attributed
directly or indirectly to human activity that
alters the composition of the global
atmosphere and which is in addition to
natural climate variability observed over
comparable time periods.
• Loss of sea ice, accelerated sea level rise
and intense and longer heat waves,
shrinking of glaciers, breaking of ice in
rivers and lakes in a faster rate.
• UN lists ”climate action” as its 13th of the
17 Sustainable goals, aimed to be reached
by 2030.

Causes of
climate
change
Human causes- Industrial Revolution, leading
to air Pollution,
Greenhouse gases caused by burning of
fossil fuels, deforestation, increased livestock
farming
Unlimited use of plastic, exploitation of ice
through shipping and excessive dumping.
Global Warming caused by the melting of ice
in the Arctic, rising sea levels.

What can
you do to
help?
• Use your voice to speak up and spread awareness, urging politicians to
act NOW
• Power your home with renewable energy
• Reduce water waste
• Prefer local goods, shop local
• Plant more trees and volunteer to help plant trees in the
neighborhood.
• Shrink your carbon proﬁle by purchasing carbon offsets
• Reduce, Reuse, Recycle
• Use fuel efﬁcient vehicles, try walking to your destination if possible.

Summary of the
article
• Discusses the viewpoints of two philosophers, Professor Joseph Heath
from University of Toronto who is the author of Enlightenment 2.0 and The
Machinery of Government and Professor David McClean who is the
author of Climate Change: The Moral and Political Imperatives and The
Urgent Need for a Global Climate Change Authority.
• Joseph Heath’s answer to climate change is “technology and Elon Musk”
• David McClean urges the change to happen in a lager scale for such larger
problem.

Our question here is: Which solution will save the planet?

The
solution to
climate
change
from
Professor
Heath’s
Perspective

”It is easier for smaller group of
people to cooperate on a large
scale, and that technology and
Elon Musk is the answer to
saving the planet”
People are less guilty of doing
things like stealing, when they
do not know the people that will
face the consequences of their
actions.

Based on Professor Heath, climate change has a rational
cooperative solution, that is, if we all cooperate and
implement our insight at a global scale, we might reach an
end to climate change, however humans have failed to
cooperate at a global scale as evident since wartime, what
are your thoughts on this?
Joanne- I do agree with Professor Heath, that in order to conquer climate change, it is important at a global scale to come
together and implement ways to end climate change. However, as it is noted, that we have failed to do just that. Society has
had a hard time coming together to cooperate. Too much is at stake and countries are nit able to fully cooperate without any
sort of conﬂict coming in the way.
Jasnoor- The end of climate change can never be reached but we can reduce the rate at which it is increasing. Cooperation at a
global scale at once is difﬁcult so we must ﬁnd a way for the change to spread slowly. A faster way can be through popular
voices, but some don’t show genuine interest. Many hold the power and money to change our carbon emissions, but we cannot
just point at them with the problem. We individually need to start acting even in the smallest ways. Some may not have the
money to change the solar energy but can still bring change through their small daily routines. I am not wrong when I say that a
global scale cooperation only occurs when there is a huge risk to humanity but what we do not realize is that climate change
right now is as much of a risk as there is a pandemic or any other extinction level event.
Hadia- Professor Heath takes a rather optimistic approach to combat climate change. Although, in an ideal society it would be
an attainable goal through everyone's cooperation. We must remember that we live in a real society consisting of various
individuals of different backgrounds, values and morals which consequently makes collaboration at a global scale almost
impossible. However, I do believe that Jasnoor brings a good point about us all starting to take climate change seriously at an
individual level now, which can make it possible to prosper to global scale.

Lottie Appel’s
example on social
dynamic
• Lottie Appel is an instructor with Outward Bound Philadelphia.
• She took her students on a camping trip which would last
about 2 weeks, with a goal to increase group dynamic and to
encourage students to depend upon one another to have a
successful time at the trip.
• Despite, everyone’s group efforts, the mood was set off
because of one student who forgot to pack proper gear even
when he was reminded numerous times.
• Implies that one weakest link can lead to dysfunctional groups
due to negative dynamics.

In what ways, a
group will be
more effective
than an
individual
working alone
when it comes to
larger scale
problems like
climate change?

Hadia- Group work permits the sharing of more ideas as each teammate brings their own
perspectives and viewpoints. Group work also gives us the ability to put together all our efforts
towards a common goal. There’s also efﬁciency in numbers. Allocating tasks and dividing the
workload ensures a more productive use of everyone’s time. Hence, all these characteristics make
group work advantageous especially when it comes to solving larger scale problems.

Joanne- When it comes to larger scale problems like climate change, a group is way more
effective than an individual working alone, like as Hadia mentioned, a group can reach more of
audience and make a bigger impact. Climate change is a very major issue to take on, and with a
group, each person takes a part to handle without putting all the stress on an individual. This
allows the group to run more smoothly and push forth the movement, if everyone is working
together.

Jasnoor- In Appel’s example, the activity was to encourage students to depend on one another to
have a successful trip. But then went on to describe a student set off the mood of other group
members because he did not pack the right gear for the speciﬁc activity. In my opinion, other
groups who brought the gear are more effective when it comes to larger scale problems like
climate change but there are many who are unable to bring or afford the right gear so we cannot
call them weak links who dysfunction the group. For example, not everyone can afford electric
cars so there are going to be some people without the proper “gear”. So, they must learn to
work with what they already have and can produce different ideas, same goes for a climate
change, not everyone needs to buy a Tesla!

David
McClean'
s
viewpoint
s

Suggests that larger scale cooperation does
not work for a larger scale problem like
climate change and opposes the viewpoint
of Professor Heath.
Exempliﬁes how UN published a report
clarifying the need to save the planet by
2030, however has not taken any action.

He believes that as a member of the
society, it is a duty for the politicians to act
for an issue if they are going to publish a
report urging the need to save the planet.

It is predicted that
the planet will be
extremely heated
by 2030, and that
will have drastic
consequences. In
what ways do you
think technology
can be utilized, in
such short period
of time?

Joanne- In such a short period of time, technology can be utilized to stop the
planet from extreme heat by 2030. Some ways technology can be used, is by
gathering a research team to ﬁnd and use the latest technology available to slow
down the extreme hear and might be able to implement this change. Another way
is using our technology to ﬁnd out the exact time when this extreme heat is coming
and ﬁguring out how it well effect our world, by using the technology we must
prepare for the worse, and to ﬁnd solutions at its best.

Hadia- The rising temperature of the planet is commonly blamed on the increasing
emissions of greenhouse gases such as carbon dioxide. Technologies that target the
reduction of CO2 emissions include carbon capture and subsequent storage
technologies. Likewise, utilizing technologies that focus on making houses more
energy efﬁcient is going to be one of the most effective ways to combat climate
change. These technologies include schemes that will be able to inform its
consumers about the enrgy efﬁciency of their home appliances which will
consequently contribute to raising awareness around the climate change issue.

Jasnoor- As I have observed, many technology is created to resolve around the
problem and not directly come up with a solution. Technology can deﬁnitely be
utilized to decrease the rate of climate change but it takes time to bring such
technology into society and so it is a very slow process that cannot be ﬁxed within
the next ten years. But the slow change may give us more time to come up with a
solid solution. I agree with Hadia and Joanne on using them to prepare and to
utilize them for currently existing issues, but will it really be the most effective
solution, that is still something waiting to be answered.

