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"Life is really simple,
but we insist on making it
complicated."

- Confucius

Today's Discussion
Tomfoolery & Walter Brueggeman
Faith & Our Outlook on Life

Reviewing Your Comments

What were your initial thoughts
on the Tomfoolery resource?
Everyone: We were struck by the artistic and poetic portrayal in the video. The video gave
a less common perspective on the pandemic, representing the ‘coronacoaster’ well: the
ups and downs, the renewed blessings as well as the hardships. The pandemic has opened
breathing space to reflect on what is important in life. It has inspired gratefulness and
self-reflection. Honest self-evaluations are hard, but ultimately help us discover our true
selves. They also are part of the process of turning tragedy into transformation

Iain: Is ‘realisation’ the best word to describe what is happening? Didn’t we know the
things that were wrong already? Is ‘the Great Opportunity’ is a better description? Are
the things pre-covid problems described really getting better or worse in the pandemic?

Tomfoolery
o How did you feel about this resource?
o Did the creator’s depiction of life during
Covid being a great realization resonate with
you? What did COVID have you realize?
o Do you envision post-Covid life to be how
the author describes? What do you think life
after this pandemic will look like?

Activity: Rose + Thorns Summer 2020 Edition
What is your "rose" or highlight of
the summer (so far or upcoming) in
light of Covid,
and
what is your "thorn" or not so great
moment of the summer because of
Covid?

Reviewing Your Comments

What were your initial thoughts
on the Walter Bruggemann
resource?
Valuscha: Brueggemann emphasises neighbourly communion over the ‘totalism’. There is a better life awaiting us outside of
the pursuit of worldly ‘happiness’. We must learn from the Israelites in the desert: they lacked nothing though they were in the
desert because of their communion with God
Dania added: The ‘totalism’ of modern life makes it easy to forget or disconnect from God in our daily lives
Vincent: Totalism (both capitalist and communist) are self-serving narratives that are elementally destructive. Selflessness
and loving our neighbour bring true happiness, peace and freedom. Jesus is the prime example of this love. This is an idea
connecting lots of the prophetic voices. Relationships are more important than achievements
Iain: In the context of political polarisation, how can we step outside the ‘totalism’ yet be politically engaged?
Can marginalised groups in Canada help in shifting the basic ‘social unit of meaning’ away from the individual?
Do social media posts help us ‘bringing pain to speech’? If not, how can we do this during the pandemic?
Dania: The sufficiency of God the Provider is an important tenant in Islam as well as Christianity.
Brueggemann’s understanding of the Psalms as lament resonates with Bono’s discussion of
honesty and art

Walter Bruggemann
o Walter touches on the concept of “healing our nation” and the
conversation bridges to touch upon race relations. It is stated that we
ought to grieve our past mistakes in order to pave the way to solidarity
today, do you agree or disagree with this sentiment?
o Walter makes very interesting connections between faith,
economics, and the functions of society. He states, “In a biblical ethic,
the neighbor is definitional. But in a market economy there are no
neighbors; there are only competitors, rivals, and threats.” How do we
see this manifest in today’s world?
o The theme of community is prominent in both resources presented
today. Do you think the way our society and culture is set up today is
committed to nurturing strong bonds of community?
o Walter also touches upon the importance of being politically
engaged locally. How are some ways you are (or can be) politically
engaged at the local level?

