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"There is all the difference in the world between lives that are merely conformed by moral effort

to the shape of Christian ‘virtue’, and those that are transformed through encounter with the

living God. The first kind of life, no matter how sincere, never gets beyond moralism, striving and

ideology. It tends to suppress or repress all that speaks of the ‘shadow’ and so perpetuates

alienation in ourselves and others. The second kind of life has learnt that it’s the whole of us,

including our shadow, that needs to be acknowledged and healed. The goodness in which we

come to participate is then not ours but God’s."

"Worship teaches that of ourselves we can do nothing good and that we do not earn our place;

our whole reliance is on gift, grace. That’s the theory at least. In practice, however, this deep

meaning is often lost. "

"Being truly human on this account means being drawn into the divine life, participating in such

a way as to be transformed ourselves and so bear God's life in the world."
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