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Selected Quotations
"An emphasis on people’s needs obscures people’s abilities…in our society there is a relentless
struggle between associational ways and system ways, and what we have seen in our time is the
ascendance of systems over associations; and we see how the systems of service often isolate
people. People want to set down some roots within a community and to feel it to be their
home."
"As we think about our community life, we recognize that something has happened to many of
us as institutions have grown in power. We have become too impotent to be called real citizens
and too disconnected to be effective members of community. There is a mistaken notion that
our society has a problem in terms of effective human services. Our essential problem is weak
communities. While we have reached the limits of institutional problem-solving, we are only at
the beginning of exploring the possibility of a new vision for community. It is a vision of
regeneration. It is a vision of re-associating the exiled. It is a vision of freeing ourselves from
service and advocacy. It is a vision of centering our lives in community."
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