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Before We Begin...

Answer this question:

What do you think Islamophobia is?
Komal: Unfair treatment to Muslim people

Sana: A fear of Islam

Baljot: When people are scared/dont like Muslim people



Summary

●  Article begins with explaining how within a single society filled with different 
religions and cultures there will always be differences amongst the groups

● Definition of Islamophobia from Oxford Dictionaries “dislike of or prejudice against 
islam or muslims, especially as a political force.”

● Stakeholders, people who can either affect islamophobia or be the affected by 
islamophobia. and in this case, stakeholders are known to be everyone.

● Feelings of fear increasing in todays society for muslim girls who wear a hijab (head 
scarf).

● Nashville teacher who thought she had the right to take an innocent girls hijab off.
● In april of 2018, there was a challenge called “punish a muslim day”where people who 

took part in this challenge would harass and encourage others to harass an innocent 
muslim





Summary

●  Another kind of stakeholder that was mentioned in the article is someone who 
wants muslims to be watched over to make sure they do not “attack”. These 
people want to be “safe’ from muslims and also want them to stop their 
practices.

● The reason people are so uneducated on the true teachings of Islam is because 
of the media.

● Islam as a second rate culture from a brutal, and forceful perspective is also 
islamophobia.

● Islam means “peace”



Discussion Questions 

1. Do you believe Islamophobia is a problem in today's society?

Komal: Yes it is because its 2021 and we need to accept other peoples faiths, religious 
beliefs, cultures, etc. Just because someone is not used to other peoples beliefs doesnt mean 
they can disrespect it. People usually like to claim their beliefs are the only correct ones 
which can be the root of the problem. 

Sana: Yes it is because the media is still plagued with the notion that Mulsims are 
extremists. Also, Trump’s Muslim ban made Islamophobia more prevelant in America. 

Baljot: Yes I believe Islamophobia is a problem in todays society, this is a problem that 
should not be a problem in 2021. Everyone should learn how to love each other and their 
differences.



Discussion Questions 
2.  How did you feel when you heard about the challenge in 2018 called “punish a Muslim day”? Do 
you remember when this happened?

Komal: I personally do not remember this day but i was shocked and hurt to see the flyer. The fact 
that it was the younger generation on their platforms spreading negativity is gross. It reminds me 
that hate is taught so their parents taught them that Muslims are “bad people”.

Sana: I remember when this happened, and I remember being much more vigilant about my 
surroundings than I normally was. It was a despicable challenge that encouraged Islamophobia. 

Baljot: I felt disgusted when i heard about this, because I didnt know that people had this much 
hatred in their hearts and felt the need to make a day to punish someone based on their religion. 
The fact that it was called a challenge disgusts me even more because challenges are supposed to be 
fun but this challenge spreads negativity. 



Discussion Questions 
3.  What is one way you believe is an effective way for Muslim’s to preach their message 
and to prove that they are a peaceful religion?

Komal: I think Muslims dont need to prove anything, the problem is not with them it is the 
media who needs to portray them better and people with the hatred towards them need a 
change of heart. 

Sana: I think by preaching religious teachings through their own media sources they can 
help prove they are a peaceful religion. Also, reaching out to local communities and getting 
involved will show people that Muslims are nothing to be afraid of.

Baljot: One way Muslims can preach their message is by finding a way to teach people 
about their religion, this can be through zoom meetings, or meetings in real life inviting 
anyone to come and join. 



Discussion Questions 
4.  What was your reaction when you heard about the teacher in Nashville who took one of his students 
hijabs off? Do you think the teacher should have been fired, even though it was stated that the teacher was 
just trying to take her hoodie off and the hijab came off with it.

Komal: I was disgusted by the teachers actions because the teacher is an authority figure. I do believe he 
needs to be fired because as a teacher, you can not discriminate your students based on their religious views. 
I think his intentions were evil and does not belong in a classroom with students who have different religious 
views than him. 

Sana: I was pretty shocked but not surprised that incidents are being reported like this one. The teacher 
should most definitely be fired. There was no need for the teacher to be touching the student in that manner 
anyway. His actions were pretty unjustifiable in all aspects to me.  

Baljot: I was shocked when I heard about this, I feel as though the teacher should have been fired because as 
a teacher you should not be negative to anyone. The teacher also claims to have been taking off the hoodie, 
but regardless his hands should not have touched her even if it was to take off a hoodie. 



Discussion Questions 
5.  Can you relate to Islamophobia? i.e was there ever a time you felt discriminated against YOUR 
religion? 

Komal: I can relate to Islamophobia but what I experienced, as a Sikh, was nothing compared to 
what Hinna has shown us. My experiences were minor like people mocking the turban and calling 
them towel heads. 

Sana: I have not personally been affected in an incident as a follower of Islam thank God. But I 
would say ever since I learned more about 9/11 and did more research about the aftermath of it, 
every year around 9/11 I became more aware and guarded. 

Baljot: I have not been affected but I have heard of times where people have ripped off the turban 
because they feel threatened by it or have beat someone up for being Sikh.  



Thank you!


