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PREFACE
The guide has a three-part structure. The introduction consists of questions to help you reflect on
your current ideas and experiences surrounding journalism. This is followed by listening guides for
five prophetic voices, each representing a particular media publication. These are:
1. Dorothy Day: Non-conformity - Catholic Worker
2. Mary Jo Leddy: The Other Face of God - Catholic New Times
3. Ted Schmidt: Solidarities in Tension - Catholic New Times
4. Jim Wallis: Deeper than Left and Right - Sojourners
5. Anne Snyder: Surprised by Joy - Comment Magazine
This listening guide contains short biographies, selected quotations, videos and podcasts related
to five people who have dedicated their lives to honest, public journalism. We might consider them
‘prophetic journalists’ in the sense that they have spoken words of divine truth and justice in a
public sphere marked by confusion, economic interests, and, sometimes, dishonesty. The voices
in this guide are Christian. However, we hope that this guide will be useful to Christians as well as
those of other faiths and none. It can be used alone for personal reflection, or in a group to
facilitate discussion. Our aim is not to convince you of any political or theological position. Our
hope for this guide is that it help you:
o Develop a greater awareness of what independent media options exist for people of faith.
o Develop a sense of the importance and power of journalism as a vocation, not merely a product
to be consumed.
o Feel inspired by, and connected to, the courage and conviction of these prophetic voices
The guide concludes with questions to help you reflect on the experience of listening to these
prophetic voices, and how your ideas might have changed or developed.
In many places around the world, our societies feel increasingly polarised. In the USA, the primary
sources of news media seem increasingly aligned with opposing political parties and across the
world social media feel more and more like echo chambers where we only encounter ever more
vitriolic support for the positions we already hold. This is not to say the issues at hand are
unimportant. It is to say, however, that when media becomes drowned in ‘clickbait’,
sensationalism, ‘fake-news’ and partisan rivalries, it becomes increasingly difficult to engage
meaningfully with the real issues.
Honest, well crafted, informed and independent journalism serves a very important function in a
democracy: it defends truth in the face of deceit; it gives voice to people who would otherwise go
unheard; it allows people to make informed decisions when they vote; and it helps to shape the
narratives by which we live and understand our world.
How can we cut through the noise and engage meaningfully with public media? Many people feel
confused, wanting something better but not knowing where to find it. This guide would like to
highlight some journalists, past and present, who have sought to cut through that noise; who have
refused to align themselves to with political or ecclesial structures of power.

INTRODUCTION
PROPHETIC JOURNALISM
The following questions are designed to help you think about your current ideas
and experiences with media. There are no right or wrong answers. It is normal that
our ideas about these issues change and develop over time. Take note of your
responses to these questions, as we will return to them at the end of this guide.
1. What do you think of when you hear the word ‘journalism’? What practices,
organisations, attitudes does it involve?
2. What is the purpose of journalism?
3. What, if any, is the relationship between journalism and social justice activism?
4. What, if any, is the relationship between journalism and faith?
5. What character qualities are needed to be a good journalist?
6. Should journalists try to be neutral on political issues?
7. Whose views should journalists represent?
8. Who should have most influence over journalism in a country? Should it be the
government, private companies, independent civil organisations, faith
communities, individuals or something else?

1. DOROTHY DAY
NON-CONFORMITY - CATHOLIC WORKER
Dorothy was a writer and radical social activist throughout much of the 20th century.
She worked for The Call and The Masses newspapers, then she co-founded the
newspaper Catholic Worker, which became The Catholic Worker Movement.
Read the Prophet Bio for Dorothy Day, read the selected quotations and
watch the online materials.
Here are two quotes by Dorothy Day from her autobiography The Long Loneliness:
I felt that nursing was not my vocation and that my real work was writing and
propaganda.
I had been a good and sympathetic nurse. I knew that I loved the work, and that if I
had not had the irresistible urge to write, I would have clung to the profession of
nursing as the most noble work women could aspire to.
Questions for reflection/discussion:

- What do you think Day meant by vocation here?
- Day was sympathetic to the ideas of nonviolent anarchism, which rejected both of
the prevailing political ideologies of the time (socialism and capitalism). Regardless
of what you think of these political ideologies, why do you think it is important that
non-conforming ideas for society are heard?
- What do you think the connection between the Catholic Worker newspaper and
The Catholic Worker Movement was?
- For Day, do you think journalism was primarily about ideas, news or social action?

2. MARY JO LEDDY
THE OTHER FACE OF GOD - CATHOLIC NEW TIMES
Mary Jo Leddy is a writer, teacher and social activist. She is the founding editor of
Catholic New Times, which has been described as ‘an alternative voice to the established
church’ (at 3:36 the CBC interview below).
Read the Prophet Bio for Mary Jo Leddy, read the selected quotations and
listen to/watch the online materials.
Questions for reflection/discussion:

- Leddy describes her encounters with refugees in need as a kind of ‘summons’ to
transcendent meaning. What do you think she means by this?
- Are there any injustices or marginalised people in our world today that you feel
summon you to a more meaningful and compassionate way of life?
- In her talk at the Intercultural Dialogue Institute in 2016, Leddy praises the CBC
(Canadian Broadcasting Corporation) for consistently drawing the public’s attention
to the plight of refugee’s. Are there any injustices or marginalised people that you
believe need greater representation in the media?
- What happens when issues of injustice are given no representation in the
mainstream media? What role does social media (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram etc.)
play in highlighting injustice or fostering compassion?
- In her book Our Friendly Local Terrorist (Between the Lines, 2010), Leddy attempts
to reveal unjust government practices that are unknown to the general public.
More specifically, she recounts the story of Suleyman Goven, a refugee who was
accused by the Canadian Security Intelligence Service (CSIS) of being a terrorist and
thus taken advantage of. This can be called a kind of investigative journalism. What
kind of qualities and skills do you need to have to be an effective investigative
journalist?
- Our Friendly Local Terrorist aimed to change the image of refugees in the minds
of the public. What role does the media play in shaping our identities and
stereotypes?

3. TED SCHMIDT
SOLIDARITIES IN TENSION - CATHOLIC NEW TIMES
Ted Schmidt is a journalist and religious education teacher based in Toronto. He is the
former editor of Catholic New Times and has written for the Globe, the Star and Now
magazine. He has written and spoken publicly against both anti-Semitism and Zionism.
Read the Prophet Bio for Ted Schmidt, read the selected quotations and listen
to the online materials.
Questions for reflection/discussion:

- Ted Schmidt describes his experiences growing up with Jewish childhood friends
as the motivation behind speaking out about anti-Semitic (i.e. anti-Jewish)
discrimination in Toronto. Is there anyone in your life (e.g. friends or relatives)
whose experiences inspire you to speak out against injustice?
- In the interview about the book I was a Catholic Zionist, Ted Schmidt talks about
having a ‘double solidarity’ with both Jews and Palestinians. What do you think he
means by this? Are there any areas of your life where you feel connected to two
opposing sides in a conflict? How should we respond in these situations?
- In addition to anti-Semitism and Zionism, Ted Schmidt has also been very critical
of injustices within his own religious tradition: Catholicism. Why do you think it is
important to examine our own traditions and contexts for injustice?
- Critique is clearly an important part of journalism for Ted Schmidt. Should
criticism be the primary purpose of journalism?

4. JIM WALLIS
DEEPER THAN LEFT AND RIGHT - SOJOURNERS
Jim Wallis is the founder and president of Sojourners, a Christian magazine that seeks to
engage with public issues, without aligning with the political ‘left’ or ‘right’.
Read the Prophet Bio for Jim Wallis, read the selected quotations and listen
to/watch the online materials.
Questions for reflection/discussion:

- Do you think people of faith should align themselves with political parties? If so,
why? If not, why not?
- Do faith traditions have something to offer politics that goes deeper than ‘left’ and
‘right’?
- What similarities and differences do you see between Jim Wallis and Sojourner’s
approach to journalism and the work of Dorothy Day, Mary Jo Leddy and Ted
Schmidt?

5. ANNE SNYDER
SURPRISED BY JOY - COMMENT MAGAZINE
Anne Snyder is the editor-in-chief of Comment a magazine which describes itself as
‘public theology for the common good’.
Visit the page on Anne Snyder on the Awakening Project website and listen
to/watch the materials posted.
Questions for reflection/discussion:

- Anne Snyder describes a vibrancy and joy in marginalised faith communities that
contrasts deeply with the pessimism of elite people of faith. Do you think finding
and publicising joy is as important as criticising injustice? Can both be done
together?
- Are there any stories of joy and hope that you have experienced or witnessed that
you would like to share publicly?
- Anne Snyder advocates listening to everyone: those who have been marginalised
and those who have not. Do you agree with this position?

CONCLUSION
LISTENING DEEPLY
We have briefly looked at the life and publications of five people who could be
considered ‘prophetic’ because of there courageous and public journalism in defence of
justice.
Whatever our own political and religious perspectives, it is important to listen to voices
like theirs as we seek to build a more just society. To listen deeply means a willingness
to let the lives of these individuals change us in some way.
Look back to the responses you gave to the questions in the introduction of this guide.
Having listened to these five prophetic voices, have any of your perspectives changed
or broadened? Which?
To conclude, think about the following reflection questions:
- Which of the five people discussed in the guide inspire you?
- Of the different causes they represent, which do you think is most urgent?
- Of the four newspapers or magazines of discussed, which interests with you most?
How similar or different are they to the kind of media you normally read? Are there any
you would consider reading (if you do not already)?
- If you are a person of faith, do you feel that these people and publications are
congruent with your faith tradition? Have they changed your perspective of your faith
tradition or of a tradition not your own? If you have no religious affiliation, do they inspire
you to consider faith anew?

For more resources, visit the Awakening Project website: https://awakeningproject.ca/

