
An interview with Gutiérrez on theology, praxis, and contemporary events from the

Theology in Dialogue podcast at Villanueva University

A talk by Gutiérrez on martyrdom, Oscar Romero and Pope Francis Lumen Christi 

Further reading:

A Theology of Liberation: History, Politics, and Salvation, originally published in 1971 (This is

Gutiérrez’ most famous work) 

On the Side of the Poor: The Theology of Liberation. Co-authored with Cardinal Gerhard

Ludwig Müller. Orbis Books, 2015 (This is a more recent theological work by Gutiérrez)

“the poor person does not exist as an inescapable fact of destiny. His or her existence is not

politically neutral, and it is not ethically innocent. The poor are a by-product of the system

in which we live and for which we are responsible. They are marginalized by our social and

cultural world. They are the oppressed, exploited proletariat, robbed of the fruit of their

labor and despoiled of their humanity. Hence the poverty of the poor is not a call to

generous relief action, but a demand that we go and build a different social order.”

“Here the church, like every human being, is faced with the choice that is most

fundamental for its faith: to be on the side of life or on the side of death. We see very

clearly that on this point no neutrality is possible. Either we serve the life of the Salvadoran

people or we connive in their death. Here, too, is the historical mediation of what is most

fundamental in the Christian faith: either we believe in a God of life or we serve the idols of

death” (Address at Louvain, Feb. 2, 1980; in SVF, p. 373).” 

― Gustavo Gutiérrez, We Drink from Our Own Wells: The Spiritual Journey of a People

Source (click here)

GUSTAVO GUTIÉRREZ
Gustavo Gutiérrez is a Peruvian Christian theologian. He is known as the “Father of

Liberation Theology,” a very influential type of theology born in Latin America that

focusses on the liberation of the oppressed.  “The preferential option for the poor” is  a

central tenant of liberation theology.

awakeningproject.ca

Online Materials:

Selected Quotations

https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly9zMy5hbWF6b25hd3MuY29tL3RoZW9wb2RjYXN0L2hhcjQueG1s/episode/aHR0cDovL21lZGlhLmJsdWJycnkuY29tL3RoZW9sb2d5aW5kaWFsb2d1ZS9zMy5hbWF6b25hd3MuY29tL3RoZW9wb2RjYXN0LzIwMTcvR3V0aWVycmV6RklOQUwubXAz
https://soundcloud.com/lumenchristi/gustavo-gutierrez-on-oscar-romero-and-pope-francis
https://soundcloud.com/lumenchristi/gustavo-gutierrez-on-oscar-romero-and-pope-francis
https://www.goodreads.com/author/quotes/151379.Gustavo_Guti_rrez
https://www.goodreads.com/author/quotes/151379.Gustavo_Guti_rrez

